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Reliance on, the support of the Church. He was lavish in adding to the
and control possessions of the bishops, he increased their territorial
Ctlurch administration and jurisdiction, and in return he reaped the
full advantages of the alliance. Its political importance has
already been described. The military importance must also
be taken into account; there is an illustration of this in a
document of Otto II in 981 summoning reinforcements from
Germany, in which the contribution required from the bishops
was greater than that required from the lay nobles.1 Henry •
II seems to have been responsible for making the Church
important from the economic point of view as well. The
royal abbeys furnished services in kind. From this the
bishops were exempt, but, unlike lay nobles, they apparently
had to provide hospitalitas for the king and his servants
during his residence in an episcopal town. Whereas the
itineraries of the Ottos show them residing for the most part
in royal manors, it was at episcopal towns that Henry II (and
his successors after him) principally stayed. Similar to this
treatment of episcopal resources as available for his own
needs was his arbitrary redistribution, in two instances, of
episcopal territory. The re-foundation of the bishopric of
Merseburg was, indeed, only the undoing of a wrong com-
mitted by the archbishop of Magdeburg, who had quashed
the bishopric in order to extend his own diocese. But the
foundation of the see of Bamberg in Eastern Franconia in
1007 was another matter. Bamberg was Henry's favourite
residence, and he was anxious to exalt it; there was
the further excuse that it was adjacent to a colony of
heathen Wends, and it was to justify its existence by the
missionary work which it successfully propagated. But it
could only be created at the expense of the neighbouring
sees of Wiirzburg and Eichstadt, whose bishops were
naturally hostile to the scheme. Henry overrode their
opposition by means of a compliant synod and a papal bull.
With the same outward observance of ecclesiastical forms,
he respected canonical elections to bishoprics and abbeys
but forced the electors to appoint the candidates of his
choice. Ecclesiastical, and especially monastic, reform was
carried out under his direction, and the decrees of synods,
IAs there were reinforcements, it is of course possible that the original
quota from the lay nobles had exceeded that from the bishops.

